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What does TLS work 

encompass?
 TLS identifies and makes accessible, within and beyond 

NAFSA, new and existing theoretical and empirical knowledge 

that improves practice

 TLS brings innovative people, concepts, structures, and ideas to 

NAFSA conferences and other educational programming

 TLS works to identify gaps in research and knowledge 

and engages the membership in filling 

those gaps

 TLS promotes dialogue that motivates 

scholars, practitioners, faculty, and 

administrators to collaboratively 

internationalize their curricula/campuses



Why IsTLS Special?

 Cross-cutting, underpinning the work of all 

Knowledge Communities 

 Holistic approach to international education

 Focusing on: 

 theory-to-practice 

(connections, reflections, and applications)

 cross-fertilization and synergies

 research 

(recent, current, and planned)

 teaching and learning



TLS  and Comprehensive 

Internationalization

Comprehensive internationalization provides a framework 

in which we all operate

New NAFSA publication Comprehensive 

Internationalization: From Concept to Action 

(www.nafsa.org/CIZN)

Houston conference theme is “Comprehensive 

Internationalization: Vision and Practice”

TLS Award for Innovative Research & Scholarship in 

Internationalization (www.nafsa.org/TLSaward)

Accessing Best Practices in Internationalization 

(www.nafsa.org/abpi)



TLS  and Comprehensive 

Internationalization

Resources for assessment and research in 

internationalization and international education

 Incorporating theory connections, reflections, and 

applications into international education practice

 Internationalizing teaching and curriculum resources

Focus on comparative internationalization



TLS 2011 Goals

 Increase visibility of research, assessment, and 

scholarship in international education

 Strengthen teaching and learning throughout 

international education

 Contribute theory and models of internationalization 

to the practice of international education



Join TLS Networks!

Go to www.nafsa.org/networks

 Click on the network link of your choice

 Log-in to NAFSA

 Click on “Subscribe to this network” 

 Verify or update your network preferences

 Repeat as desired to subscribe to multiple networks



New Initiatives

 Curriculum Integration of Study Abroad  (e-publication), 

collaboration with Education Abroad Knowledge Community

 Learning Across Cultures book

 Research on comprehensive internationalization

 Program-specific assessment and evaluation, such as 

international student services

 Review of Global Studies Literature online resource



Trainer Corps and CEPs

 72 Trainer Corps members serve TLS

 Kevin Morrison, newly appointed dean for 

Fundamentals of Intercultural Communication CEP

 New TLS CEP curriculum completed 

Developing Research Skills to Strengthen International 

Education Management Strategies

 “Why Theory Matters” included in 

all NAFSA CEP development



TLS Professional Network 

Intercultural Communication 

and Training
 Theory Connections, Reflections, and Applications 

(in progress)

 Intercultural Theory and Training Bibliography 

(revised 2010)

 Collegial Conversation—Intercultural Toolbox 

(fall 2009)

 Intercultural Activity Toolkit 

(continual expansion)

www.nafsa.org/ICTnetwork



Theory Connections

an ICT network initiative 

www.nafsa.org/ICTtheoryconnections



 Theories of Campus Internationalization

 Accessing Best Practices in Internationalization 
(www.nafsa.org/ABPI)

 Curriculum integration of Education Abroad resources

 Internationalization of Teacher Education resources  and 
discussions

 Cross-border education

 A forum for broad discussion about 
the role of teaching and learning 
within campus internationalization

www.nafsa.org/ITLCnetwork

TLS Professional Network 

Internationalizing Teaching,

Learning, and Curriculum



Accessing Best Practices In Internationalization

an ITLC network initiative 

www.nafsa.org/ABPI 



TLS Professional Network

Research and Scholarship

 Review of Global Studies Literature

 Research Award

Graduate Student Research Roundtable

Conference roundtable

 Social networking and media project

 Updating Network Resources

Major grants and research projects in the field

Updating and compiling bibliographies

 Database and Analysis of Research on International Students

 Contributing to the Assessment, Monitoring, 
and Evaluation Task Force and Follow-up

www.nafsa.org/RSnetwork



Review Of Global Studies Literature
a RS network initiative 

www.nafsa.org/GSLReview 



TLS Award For Innovative Research &

Scholarship in Internationalization

 First award given by TLS, established in 2010

 Focuses on path-breaking work that has asked 
innovative questions or "broken the frame” of how 
we think, teach, advise, and learn.

 Honors those who have made substantial 
contributions to theoretical and practical questions 
that can be applied across the content areas of 
several NAFSA knowledge communities and thus 
to comprehensive internationalization on our 
campuses and more broadly. 

 Focuses on those who have brought a unique 
teaching and learning perspective to the field

 Inaugural award given in 2010 to Professor 
Emeritus JOSEF MESTENHAUSER, University of 
Minnesota and former President of NAFSA



Why Become Involved 

with TLS?
 Support for development of practices and programs based on 

theory connections and applications

 Opportunities to present and share training and research, 
internationalization of teaching and curriculum with NAFSANs 
and other administrators/academicians

 Source for faculty and administrators on research-based practice 
and strategies

 Encouragement for efforts to collect and disseminate new and 
existing research

 Access  to a framework for best practices in internationalization

 Support of research-based practice in intercultural and 

cross-cultural communication across all areas of NAFSA



Mentoring of graduate students and new professionals in the 

field

 Building up interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary 

collaboration

 Collaborating with staff and faculty about processes of 

internationalization of teaching and learning 

 Finding ways to enhance professional practice through 

inclusion of new and exciting research, practice, and 

pedagogies from other fields

Why Become Involved 

with TLS?



Open Positions for 2012:

 Internationalizing Teaching, Learning, and Curriculum Network 

Leader

 Subcommittee on Information Management TLS Member

 Training Coordination Subcommittee TLS Member

Open Meeting: Leadership Opportunities in TLS on Thursday, 

June 2, 1:00-2:00 in TLS Networking Center (Room 223)

Members:  fill out your Profile of Interest, Experience, and 

Expertise at www.nafsa.com/PIEE & watch for open 

leadership positions online at www.nafsa.org/openpositions

GET INVOLVED!!  Join a subcommittee!

How to Get Involved with TLS


