URGING SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AND
POREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENT PROGRAMS,

WHEREAS, INTERNATTIONAL EDUCATION, WHICH IS THE EXCHANGE OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS BETWEEN COUNTRIES,
IS AN IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION; AND

WHBREAS, 1IN THE 2005 TO 2006 ACADEMIC YEAR ALONE, OVER 28,009 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ENROLLED IN
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES IN THE COMMONWEALTH, CONTRIBUTING TO A DIVERSE ACARDEMIC ENVIRONMENT AND NEARLY
$900,000,000 TO THE COMMONWEALTH’S ECONOMY; AND

WREREAS, THE 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT RECOMMENDED INCREASED EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
OTHER NATIONS; AND

WHEREAS, A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE IS CRITICAL FOR STUDENTS FACING THE CHARLLENGES OF THE TWENTY-FIRST
CENTURY; AND

WHEREAS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS THAT PREPARE CITIZENS FOR A GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT HAVE BECOME
'INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT TO NATIONAL SECURITY, FOREIGN POLICY, ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS, REDUCTION OF
'CONFLICT AND CAPACITY FOR TOLERANCE; AND

WHEREAS, THE COMMONWEALTH IS COMMITTED TO ENCQURAGING STUDENTS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES TO STUDY IN ITS
:SCHOOLS; AND

WHEREAS, HIS EXCELLENCY, DEVAL L. PATRICK, THE GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH, ISSUED A PROCLAMATION
 IN NOVEMBER 2006, WHICH DECLARED THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 13 THROUGH 17, 2006, AS INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK
‘IN RECOGNITION OF THE COMMONWEALTH'S COMMITMENT TO ENCOURAGING STUDENTS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES TO STUDY IN
ITS SCHOOLS; AND

WHEREAS, INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AND EXCHANGE STUDENT PROGRAMS CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE
‘CULTURAL DIVERSITY OF THE COMMONWEALTH'S FDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ENHANCE THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE
OF ALL STUDENTS; AND :

WHEREAS, THE STUDY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO
BROADEN THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD; AND :

WHEREAS, MASSACHUSETTS STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO STUDY ABROAD TO GAIN OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONAL
GROWTH AND TO ENHANCE \THEIR GLOBAL SKILLS AND CULTURAL AWARENESS, MAKING THEM MORE MARKETABLE IN
TOMORROW’ S WORKFORCE; AND

WHEREAS, QUALIFIED STUDENTS AND TEACHERS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES SHOULD BE EQUALLY ENCOURAGED TO STUDY
IN THE COMMONWEALTH TO FURTHER THE FREE EXCHANGE OF IDEAS AND TO FACILITATE AN UNDERSTANDING OF, AND
APPRECIATION FOR, DIFFERENT CULTURES; THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, THAT THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL COURT RESPECTFULLY URGES HIS EXCELLENCY, DEVAL L. PATRICK,
THE GOVERNOR OF THE. COMMONWEALTH, TO ESTABLISH AN INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY THAT WOULD INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE STUDENTS STUDYING ABROAD AND WOULD EXPAND PARTICIPATION TO INCLUDE
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS-AND SCHOLARS STUDYING OR CONDUCTING RESEARCH IN THE COMMONWEALTH; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THESE RESOLUTIONS BE FORWARDED BY THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TO HIS EXCELLENCY, DEVAL L. PATRICK, THE GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH, THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE BOARD
OF HIGHER EDUCATION, THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION AND THE CHANCELLOR OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ADOPTED, FEBRUARY 14, 2008.

SENATE, ADOPTEJ 14, 2008.

—WEPRESENTATIVE LIDA E. HRARKINS

SENATOR GALE D. CANDARAS
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