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NAFSA estimates that foreign students and their dependents contributed
approximately $17.6 billion to the U.S. economy during the 2008-2009 academic
year. This conservative figure is based on tuition figures from Wintergreen
Orchard House, enrollment figures from the Institute of International Education's
Open Doors 2009 report, living expenses calculated from Wintergreen Orchard
House figures and analysis of the data by Jason Baumgartner at Indiana University
— Bloomington’s Office of International Services.

NAFSA's annual Economic Impact Statements estimate the amount of money
foreign students bring to the United States to support their education. This report
does not rely on a “multiplier effect.” Although this might provide a more accurate
estimate of actual economic impact, there is no consensus on the appropriate size
of such a multiplier. Along with our partners at the Institute of International
Education and Indiana University, we are committed to continuing efforts to
Improve our data and methodology. By any measure, international education
makes a significant contribution to the U.S. economy.
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Minnesota

Total Number of Foreign Students:

10,848

Part 1: Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students (2008-09)

Contribution from Tuition and Fees to State Economy:

Contribution from Living Expenses:
Total Contribution by Foreign Students:
Less U.S. Support of 30.9%

Plus Dependents' Living Expenses:

$177,872,000
$151,749,000
$329,622,000

- $101,961,000
+ $5,170,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students

and their Families:

$232,830,000

Part 2: Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students' Dependents (2008-09)

Spouses' Contribution

Percent of Married Students: 9.2%
Percent of Spouses in the U.S.: 85.0%
Number of Spouses in the U.S.: 994
Additional Expenses for a Spouse: 25.0%

(% of student living expenses)

Spouses' Contribution: $3,497,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students’ Dependents:

Children's Contribution

Number of Couples in the U.S.: 994

Number of Children per Couple: 0.6

Number of Children in the U.S.: 598

Additional Expenses for a Child: 20.0%

(% of student living expenses)

Children's Contribution: $1,673,000
$5,170,000

Part 3: Foreign Student Contribution from Tuition/Fees and Living Expenses (2008-09)

# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total

Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato 21 $319.8 $218.1 $27.9 $510.0
Crossroads College, Rochester otk $38.6 $46.6 $36.6 $48.5
Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter 37 $1,016.9 $549.9 $630.1 $936.6
Mayo Graduate School, Rochester 74 $1,338.2 $829.1 $346.8 $1,820.5
Minnesota State University - Mankato, Mankato 636 $7,322.5 $7,581.7 $1,927.9 $12,976.3
Minnesota West Community and Technical Fotok $47.9 $124.1 $6.1 $165.9
College, Worthington
Riverland Community College, Austin 43 $192.8 $658.7 $29.9 $821.6
Rochester Community and Technical College, 72 $336.7 $894.3 $45.4 $1,185.7
Rochester
Saint Mary's University of Minnesota, Winona 195 $4,657.4 $2,934.8 $1,226.9 $6,365.3
South Central Technical College - Mankato, 31 $137.7 $393.5 $19.6 $511.7
Mankato
Winona State University, Winona 295 $3,208.9 $3,853.8 $850.8 $6,211.9



Congressional District: 01 | Timothy J. Walz (D)

$31,554.0

# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Carleton College, Northfield 137 $4,790.3 $2,761.1 $3,216.0 $4,335.5
Dakota County Technical College, Rosemount 35 $322.9 $534.6 $31.2 $826.2
Saint Olaf College, Northfield 62 $2,008.4 $1,097.5 $1,220.1 $1,885.8
Congressional District: 02 | John Kline (R) $7,047.5
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Anoka-Ramsey Community College, Coon 28 $198.9 $422.9 $22.8 $598.9
Rapids
Crown College, St. Bonifacius AFokok $39.4 $33.1 $18.4 $54.1
Normandale Community College, Bloomington 105 $515.7 $1,647.2 $76.1 $2,086.8
North Hennepin Community College, Brooklyn 83 $293.5 $1,411.8 $59.8 $1,645.6
Park
Northwestern Health Sciences University, 34 $533.9 $505.9 $20.1 $1,019.6
Bloomington
Congressional District: 03 | Erik Paulsen (R) $5,405.0
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Bethel Seminary of Bethel University, Saint Paul 14 $141.6 $265.2 $132.8 $274.0
Bethel University, Saint Paul 33 $846.8 $595.4 $274.2 $1,168.0
Century College, White Bear Lake 68 $291.0 $1,035.0 $48.3 $1,277.7
College of Saint Catherine, Saint Paul 70 $1,581.2 $992.9 $330.5 $2,243.6
Concordia University - Saint Paul, Saint Paul ook $149.4 $95.1 $33.3 $211.2
Hamline University, Saint Paul 250 $4,875.2 $4,780.9 $1,241.9 $8,414.1
Luther Seminary, Saint Paul 47 $475.4 $899.5 $451.1 $923.7
Macalester College, Saint Paul 254 $7,467.1 $4,123.8 $5,068.6 $6,522.3
Metropolitan State University, Saint Paul 178 $1,897.1 $3,136.4 $795.1 $4,238.3
Minneapolis College of Art and Design, 12 $323.2 $135.1 $8.3 $450.0
Minneapolis
National American University - Roseville, MN, Fotok $31.6 $31.0 $15.9 $46.8
Roseville
Northwestern College, Saint Paul 11 $220.9 $163.5 $90.8 $293.5
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, Fotok $30.3 $50.4 $25.9 $54.9
New Brighton
University of St. Thomas, Saint Paul 326 $8,344.7 $5,155.4 $2,392.9 $11,107.2
William Mitchell College of Law, Saint Paul 13 $290.2 $193.0 $99.1 $384.1
Congressional District: 04 | Betty McCollum (D) $37,609.4



# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Augsburg College, Minneapolis 65 $1,451.4 $955.5 $350.7 $2,056.2
DeVry University campuses in Minnesota, St. Fopok $47.9 $124.1 $6.1 $165.9
Louis Park
Minneapolis Community and Technical College, 175 $679.6 $2,577.8 $114.4 $3,143.0
Minneapolis
North Central University, Minneapolis Fotok $87.4 $93.1 $45.8 $134.7
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities, 4120 $81,873.5 $64,131.5 $64,079.6 $81,925.5
Minneapolis
Congressional District: 05 | Keith Ellison (D) $87,425.3
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's 271 $7,251.7 $4,271.0 $4,894.5 $6,628.3
University, Collegeville
Saint Cloud Technical College, St. Cloud Fofok $31.0 $87.9 $4.5 $114.4
St. Cloud State University, St. Cloud 1350 $14,999.9 $14,957.1 $3,787.0 $26,170.0
Congressional District: 06 | Michele Bachmann (R) $32,912.7
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Alexandria Technical College, Alexandria otk $11.2 $31.0 $1.5 $40.8
Bemidji State University, Bemidji 181 $1,035.2 $1,988.6 $579.3 $2,444.5
Concordia College - Moorhead, Moorhead 125 $2,690.1 $1,473.4 $1,696.6 $2,466.9
Minnesota State University - Moorhead, 408 $2,482.3 $5,550.0 $1,418.0 $6,614.3
Moorhead
Northland Community and Technical College, 30 $154.9 $472.5 $22.0 $605.4
Thief River Falls
Southwest Minnesota State University, Marshall 279 $1,852.3 $3,574.9 $1,035.9 $4,391.3
University of Minnesota - Crookston, Crookston 144 $1,331.9 $1,713.4 $650.7 $2,394.5
University of Minnesota - Morris, Mozris 69 $636.7 $951.9 $625.5 $963.2
Congtessional District: 07 | Collin C. Peterson (D) $19,920.8
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Central Lakes College, Brainerd 12 $56.6 $186.2 $8.6 $234.2
College of Saint Scholastica, Duluth 116 $2,833.9 $1,701.6 $598.8 $3,936.7
Hibbing Community College, Hibbing otk $21.2 $62.1 $3.0 $80.4
Itasca Community College, Grand Rapids Fotok $11.3 $25.4 $1.3 $35.4
Mesabi Range Community and Technical okox $26.6 $77.6 $3.7 $100.4
College, Virginia
Rainy River Community College, International 19 $108.4 $298.7 $14.3 $392.8

Falls



University of Minnesota - Duluth, Duluth 259 $3,895.5 $3,429.2 $1,196.7 $6,128.0
Vermilion Community College, Ely Fofok $16.0 $33.6 $1.8 $47.9

Congressional District: 08 | James L. Oberstar (D) $10,955.7



Methodology: How We Compute Economic Impact (2009)

We define economic impact as the amount of money that foreign students collectively bring
into the United States to pay for their education and to support themselves while they (and in
some cases, their families) are here. The goal of our economic impact formula is to use data
already collected for other purposes to provide a reasonable estimate of the economic
resources that foreign students import to the United States to support their education here
each year.

The data sets used for these reports come from two sources:

1. The Institute of International Education’s Open Doors 2009 report, funded by the
Department of State, provides numbers of foreign students at universities and colleges
throughout the United States during the 2007-08 academic year. In many cases, this data
provide separate totals for undergraduate, graduate, and non degree students.
(http://opendoors.iienetwork.org)

2. Wintergreen Orchard House provides cost figures for tuition, living, and miscellaneous
expenses at U.S. institutions for the 2008-09 academic year
(http://www.wintergreenorchardhouse.com/).

The extensive data provided by these two sources (which collect it directly from surveys of the
institutions involved) allow us to make our estimates sensitive to differences between
institutions. However, there are still areas where our estimates and formulas could be improved.
For example, we compute economic impact only for students reported in Open Doors.
Universities that do not provide information to the Institute of International Education are not
represented. Also, enrollment reports represent peak enroliment, and not necessarily enrollment
levels throughout the year.

Estimating Expenses

Tuition, fees, living expenses, and dollar estimates are derived from Wintergreen Orchard
House’s data collected on surveys completed by institutions every year. We try to make our
calculations sensitive not only to differing costs at institutions, but differing costs for ESL
students, undergraduates, graduate students, and students on practical training.

1. Undergraduates and English Language Programs:
The number of undergraduate students at an institution is specified by Open Doors data.
Wintergreen Orchard House’s data provide undergraduate tuition and fee amounts, on-
campus room and board amounts, and miscellaneous expenses. These categories are
sometimes broken down into averages for international, out-of-state, flat rate, and in-
state, students. When multiple averages are available, we choose averages in the order
given above.


http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/
http://www.wintergreenorchardhouse.com/

2. Graduate Students:
The number of graduate students at an institution is specified by Open Doors data.
Wintergreen Orchard Houses’ data provide graduate tuition and fee amounts, on-campus
room and board amounts, and miscellaneous expenses. If there are no differentiated
graduate expenses provided by an institution in the Wintergreen Orchard House’s data,
then the undergraduate expenses would be applied.

3. Students on Practical Training:
We assume these students earn enough in their U.S. jobs to pay living and educational
expenses for the year, and so import no funds for their support. Therefore, net economic
impact of students in practical training is zero.

Economic impact of an international student equals tuition and fees, plus room and board, plus
miscellaneous figured at 50 percent of room and board, less U.S. support. We assume: (a) that
spring enrollment figures are the same as the fall figures reported, (b) that all students are
enrolled full time for two semesters or three quarters a year, and (c) that students live on

campus for the full year. The miscellaneous expenses, enumerated in Wintergreen Orchard
House’s data, average about 40 percent of room and board expenses. We use a 50 percent figure
as an approximation that includes all extra expenses except for travel.

Estimating U.S. Support

The Open Doors survey asks schools to report the percentage of their students who are self
funded, the percentage that have U.S. source income, etc. The U.S. support percentage
includes funding from a U.S. college or university, the U.S. Government, a U.S. private sponsor
or current employment. For this analysis the percentages are calculated based upon the
institution’s Carnegie classification and the academic career of the student. For example, this
process will differentiate the level of support between undergraduates and graduates at a
particular research institution while it also differentiates between a baccalaureate classified
institution from an associate’s classified institution.

Individual Institution Enroliment Figures

For institutions with fewer than 10 international students enrolled, enrollment totals are
suppressed for confidentiality reasons. In the reports, this is indicated by three asterisks (***).





