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NAFSA estimates that foreign students and their dependents contributed
approximately $17.6 billion to the U.S. economy during the 2008-2009 academic
year. This conservative figure is based on tuition figures from Wintergreen
Orchard House, enrollment figures from the Institute of International Education's
Open Doors 2009 report, living expenses calculated from Wintergreen Orchard
House figures and analysis of the data by Jason Baumgartner at Indiana University
— Bloomington’s Office of International Services.

NAFSA's annual Economic Impact Statements estimate the amount of money
foreign students bring to the United States to support their education. This report
does not rely on a “multiplier effect.” Although this might provide a more accurate
estimate of actual economic impact, there is no consensus on the appropriate size
of such a multiplier. Along with our partners at the Institute of International
Education and Indiana University, we are committed to continuing efforts to
Improve our data and methodology. By any measure, international education
makes a significant contribution to the U.S. economy.
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Kentucky

Total Number of Foreign Students: 4,760
Part 1: Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students (2008-09)

Contribution from Tuition and Fees to State Economy: $68,438,000
Contribution from Living Expenses: $59,667,000
Total Contribution by Foreign Students: $128,105,000
Less U.S. Support of 29.6% - $37,910,000
Plus Dependents' Living Expenses: + $2,326,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students
and their Families: $92,521,000

Part 2: Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students' Dependents (2008-09)

Spouses’ Contribution Children's Contribution

Percent of Married Students: 10.5% Number of Couples in the U.S.: 501

Percent of Spouses in the U.S.: 85.0% Number of Children per Couple: 0.6

Number of Spouses in the U.S.: 501 Number of Children in the U.S.: 296
Additional Expenses for a Spouse: 25.0% Additional Expenses for a Child: 20.0%
(% of student living expenses) (% of student living expenses)

Spouses' Contribution: $1,576,000 Children's Contribution: $750,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students' Dependents: $2,326,000

Part 3: Foreign Student Contribution from Tuition/Fees and Living Expenses (2008-09)

# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Lindsey Wilson College, Columbia 109 $1,713.7 $1,542.4 $1,327.8 $1,928.3
Mid-Continent College, Mayfield 43 $506.1 $601.7 $53.2 $1,054.6
Murray State University, Murray 569 $6,179.1 $6,792.9 $1,454.0 $11,518.0
Congressional District: 01 | Ed Whitfield (R) $14,500.9
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Brescia University, Owensboro 39 $597.5 $564.4 $212.8 $949.1
Campbellsville University, Campbellsville 212 $3,854.2 $3,204.9 $1,498.9 $5,560.2
Kentucky Wesleyan College, Owensboro Fokok $128.7 $112.6 $100.7 $140.5
Saint Catharine College, St. Catharine ok $23.9 $56.7 $2.9 $77.8

Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green 690 $9,148.7 $7,533.9 $2,051.3 $14,631.3



Congressional District: 02 | S. Brett Guthrie (R) $21,358.9
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Bellarmine University, Louisville 67 $1,646.8 $1,027.0 $313.5 $2,360.3
Jefferson Community and Technical College, 25 $250.2 $305.9 $20.3 $535.8
Louisville
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, ok $38.1 $47.9 $28.0 $58.0
Louisville
University of Louisville, Louisville 633 $11,283.2 $7,562.3 $6,081.6 $12,763.8
Congressional District: 03 | John A. Yarmuth (D) $15,717.9
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Northern Kentucky University, Highland Heights 212 $2,458.3 $2,759.9 $650.5 $4,567.8
Thomas More College, Crestview Hills Hodok $150.2 $102.0 $40.2 $211.9
Congressional District: 04 | Geoff Davis (R) $4,779.7
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Alice Lloyd College, Pippa Passes ok $5.5 $12.0 $4.4 $13.0
Morehead State University, Morehead 63 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0
Pikeville College, Pikeville otk $120.0 $99.2 $72.9 $146.3
Somerset Community College, Somerset Hofok $20.7 $28.4 $1.7 $47.3
University of the Cumberlands, Williamsburg 97 $1,429.8 $1,528.2 $7006.7 $2,251.3
Congressional District: 05 | Harold Rogers (R) $2,458.0
# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore 153 $2,464.0 $2,230.4 $1,537.1 $3,157.4
Berea College, Berea 127 $2,781.2 $1,416.2 $1,800.2 $2,397.2
Bluegrass Community and Technical College, 68 $377.0 $1,085.6 $51.4 $1,411.1
Lexington
Centre College, Danville 25 $540.4 $301.4 $348.2 $493.6
Eastern Kentucky University, Richmond 116 $1,893.7 $1,540.1 $451.5 $2,982.3
Georgetown College, Georgetown 16 $362.8 $223.4 $236.2 $350.0
Kentucky State University, Frankfort 76 $1,026.8 $1,142.8 $355.8 $1,813.8
Lexington Theological Seminaty, Lexington ok $10.1 $17.0 $9.1 $18.0
Midway College, Midway ok $68.0 $57.6 $31.9 $93.7
Transylvania University, Lexington Fofok $47.1 $33.7 $35.5 $45.3
University of Kentucky, Lexington 1378 $19,312.3 $20,063.0 $18,431.9 $20,943.4



Congressional District: 06 | Ben Chandler (D) $33,705.8



Methodology: How We Compute Economic Impact (2009)

We define economic impact as the amount of money that foreign students collectively bring
into the United States to pay for their education and to support themselves while they (and in
some cases, their families) are here. The goal of our economic impact formula is to use data
already collected for other purposes to provide a reasonable estimate of the economic
resources that foreign students import to the United States to support their education here
each year.

The data sets used for these reports come from two sources:

1. The Institute of International Education’s Open Doors 2009 report, funded by the
Department of State, provides numbers of foreign students at universities and colleges
throughout the United States during the 2007-08 academic year. In many cases, this data
provide separate totals for undergraduate, graduate, and non degree students.
(http://opendoors.iienetwork.org)

2. Wintergreen Orchard House provides cost figures for tuition, living, and miscellaneous
expenses at U.S. institutions for the 2008-09 academic year
(http://www.wintergreenorchardhouse.com/).

The extensive data provided by these two sources (which collect it directly from surveys of the
institutions involved) allow us to make our estimates sensitive to differences between
institutions. However, there are still areas where our estimates and formulas could be improved.
For example, we compute economic impact only for students reported in Open Doors.
Universities that do not provide information to the Institute of International Education are not
represented. Also, enrollment reports represent peak enroliment, and not necessarily enrollment
levels throughout the year.

Estimating Expenses

Tuition, fees, living expenses, and dollar estimates are derived from Wintergreen Orchard
House’s data collected on surveys completed by institutions every year. We try to make our
calculations sensitive not only to differing costs at institutions, but differing costs for ESL
students, undergraduates, graduate students, and students on practical training.

1. Undergraduates and English Language Programs:
The number of undergraduate students at an institution is specified by Open Doors data.
Wintergreen Orchard House’s data provide undergraduate tuition and fee amounts, on-
campus room and board amounts, and miscellaneous expenses. These categories are
sometimes broken down into averages for international, out-of-state, flat rate, and in-
state, students. When multiple averages are available, we choose averages in the order
given above.


http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/
http://www.wintergreenorchardhouse.com/

2. Graduate Students:
The number of graduate students at an institution is specified by Open Doors data.
Wintergreen Orchard Houses’ data provide graduate tuition and fee amounts, on-campus
room and board amounts, and miscellaneous expenses. If there are no differentiated
graduate expenses provided by an institution in the Wintergreen Orchard House’s data,
then the undergraduate expenses would be applied.

3. Students on Practical Training:
We assume these students earn enough in their U.S. jobs to pay living and educational
expenses for the year, and so import no funds for their support. Therefore, net economic
impact of students in practical training is zero.

Economic impact of an international student equals tuition and fees, plus room and board, plus
miscellaneous figured at 50 percent of room and board, less U.S. support. We assume: (a) that
spring enrollment figures are the same as the fall figures reported, (b) that all students are
enrolled full time for two semesters or three quarters a year, and (c) that students live on

campus for the full year. The miscellaneous expenses, enumerated in Wintergreen Orchard
House’s data, average about 40 percent of room and board expenses. We use a 50 percent figure
as an approximation that includes all extra expenses except for travel.

Estimating U.S. Support

The Open Doors survey asks schools to report the percentage of their students who are self
funded, the percentage that have U.S. source income, etc. The U.S. support percentage
includes funding from a U.S. college or university, the U.S. Government, a U.S. private sponsor
or current employment. For this analysis the percentages are calculated based upon the
institution’s Carnegie classification and the academic career of the student. For example, this
process will differentiate the level of support between undergraduates and graduates at a
particular research institution while it also differentiates between a baccalaureate classified
institution from an associate’s classified institution.

Individual Institution Enroliment Figures

For institutions with fewer than 10 international students enrolled, enrollment totals are
suppressed for confidentiality reasons. In the reports, this is indicated by three asterisks (***).



