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NAFSA estimates that foreign students and their dependents
contributed approximately $15.54 billion to the U.S. economy during
the 2007-2008 academic year. This conservative figure is based on
tuition figures from Peterson’'s, enrollment figures from the Institute
of International Education's Open Doors 2008 report, living expenses
calculated from Peterson’s figures and analysis of the data by Jason
Baumgartner at Indiana University — Bloomington's Office of
International Services.

NAFSA's annual Economic Impact Statements estimate the amount of
money foreign students bring to the United States to support their
education. This report does not rely on a*“multiplier effect.” Although
this might provide a more accurate estimate of actual economic
impact, there is no consensus on the appropriate size of such a
multiplier. Along with our partners at the Institute of International
Education and Indiana University, we are committed to continuing
efforts to improve our data and methodology. By any measure,
international education makes a significant contribution to the U.S.
economy.
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Tennessee

Total Number of Foreign Students: 5,887
Part 1: Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students (2007-08)

Contribution from Tuition and Fees to State Economy: $106,410,000
Contribution from Living Expenses: $93,025,000
Total Contribution by Foreign Students: $199.435,000
Less U.S. Support of 32.9% - $65,624,000

Plus Dependents' Living Expenses:

+ $3,681,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students

and their Families:

$137,491,000

Part 2: Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students' Dependents (2007-08)

Spouses’ Contribution

Children's Contribution

Percent of Married Students: 10.1% Number of Couples in the U.S.: 594
Percent of Spouses in the U.S.: 85.0% Number of Children per Couple: 0.6

Number of Spouses in the U.S.: 504 Number of Children in the U.S.: 353
Additional Expenses for a Spouse: 25.0% Additional Expenses for a Child: 20.0%
(% of student living expenses) (% of student living expenses)

Spouses' Contribution: $2,491,000 Children's Contribution: $1,189,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students' Dependents: 53,681,000

Part 3: Foreign Student Contribution from Tuition/Fees and Living Expenses (2007-08)

# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total

Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Aquinas College, Nashville 10 $97.9 $203.4 $28.9 $272.4
Austin Peay State University, Clarksville 41 $640.2 $512.6 $146.2 $1,0006.7
Belmont University, Nashville 56 $1,087.9 $1,264.1 $301.2 $2,050.8
Bryan College, Dayton 10 $163.2 $107.3 $69.6 $200.8
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City 93 $1,494.2 $1,137.8 $1,262.3 $1,369.7
Christian Brothers University, Mempbhis 37 $790.3 $508.6 $162.3 $1,136.6
Cleveland State Community College, Cleveland Hofok $59.9 $76.4 $5.1 $131.3
Cumberland University, Lebanon 40 $569.8 $493.2 $135.0 $928.0
Dyersburg State Community College, Dyersburg ok $7.3 $16.9 $0.9 $23.3
East Tennessee State University, Johnson City 317 $5,035.5 $4,009.9 $2,046.5 $6,998.9
Emmanuel School of Religion, Johnson City 11 $111.3 $142.8 $77.8 $176.3
Freed-Hardeman University, Henderson 47 $569.8 $746.2 $165.0 $1,151.0
Harding University Graduate School of Religion, ok $30.3 $36.3 $21.1 $45.5

Memphis



Hiwassee College, Madisonville 17 $95.7 $274.2 $12.4 $357.5
Jackson State Community College, Jackson Rk $36.6 $89.3 $3.9 $122.1
Lambuth University, Jackson 22 $382.8 $360.8 $373.8 $369.8
Lee University, Cleveland 221 $2,377.8 $2,861.9 $662.4 $4,577.3
LeMoyne-Owen College, Memphis Fokok $92.9 $98.0 $49.1 $141.7
Lipscomb University, Nashville 38 $638.8 $646.4 $265.9 $1,019.3
Martin Methodist College, Pulaski 63 $1,042.9 $872.8 $490.7 $1,425.0
Maryville College, Matyville 52 $1,191.5 $879.0 $976.1 $1,094.4
Meharry Medical College, Nashville 17 $284.6 $424.6 $429.2 $280.0
Memphis College of Art, Memphis Hofok $103.3 $68.0 $1.5 $169.8
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary, 12 $111.3 $197.4 $99.1 $209.6
Cordova

Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro 285 $4,090.7 $3,797.5 $1,016.6 $6,871.6
Milligan College, Milligan College 17 $312.2 $195.1 $123.1 $384.2
Nashville State Community College, Nashville 22 $197.8 $514.8 $24.5 $688.1
Northeast State Technical Community College, Hofok $9.7 $16.9 $1.0 $25.6
Blountville

Pellissippi State Technical Community College, 40 $389.4 $725.6 $39.8 $1,075.1
Knoxville

Rhodes College, Memphis 19 $582.4 $339.6 $465.8 $456.2
Roane State Community College, Harriman 14 $123.5 $240.4 $13.4 $350.5
Sewanee: The University of the South, Sewanee 35 $1,073.1 $707.4 $776.8 $1,003.8
Southern Adventist University, Collegedale 101 $1,497.2 $1,147.5 $628.5 $2,016.2
Southwest Tennessee Community College, 258 $1,489.9 $3,064.2 $153.8 $4,400.4
Memphis

Tennessee State University, Nashville 123 $1,781.4 $2,272.7 $946.7 $3,107.4
Tennessee Technological University, Cookeville 495 $7,964.6 $7,629.6 $2,031.3 $13,562.9
Tennessee Wesleyan College, Athens 18 $279.9 $245.8 $134.5 $391.2
Trevecca Nazarene University, Nashville 26 $371.8 $411.9 $147.4 $636.3
Tusculum College, Greeneville 52 $795.6 $778.4 $182.7 $1,391.4
Union University, Jackson 36 $595.8 $460.0 $134.3 $921.6
University of Memphis, Mempbhis 839 $14,534.7 $10,417.3 $8,153.8 $16,798.2
University of Tennessee - Chattanooga, 95 $1,249.0 $1,640.3 $367.7 $2,521.6
Chattanooga

University of Tennessee - Knoxville, Knoxville 1030 $17,628.8 $18,319.0 $16,786.7 $19,161.1
University of Tennessee - Martin, Martin 211 $2,894.1 $2,148.3 $499.5 $4,542.8
Vanderbilt University, Nashville 1010 $31,289.8 $25,179.5 $25,186.7 $31,282.6
Volunteer State Community College, Gallatin 20 $184.3 $324.8 $17.4 $491.7
Walters State Community College, Morristown ok $58.2 $101.2 $5.9 $153.5




Methodology: How We Compute Economic Impact (2008)

We define economic impact as the amount of money that foreign students collectively bring
into the United States to pay for their education and to support themselves while they (and in
some cases, their families) are here. The goal of our economic impact formula is to use data
already collected for other purposes to provide a reasonable estimate of the economic
resources that foreign students import to the United States to support their education here
each year.

The data sets used for these reports come from two sources:

1. The Institute of International Education’s Open Doors 2008 report, funded by the
Department of State, provides numbers of foreign students at universities and colleges
throughout the United States during the 2007-08 academic year. In many cases, this
data provide separate totals for undergraduate, graduate, and non degree students.
(http://opendoors.iienetwork.org)

2. Peterson’s provides cost figures for tuition, living, and miscellaneous expenses at U.S.
institutions for the 2007-08 academic year. (http://www.petersons.com/)

The extensive data provided by these two sources (which collect it directly from surveys of the
institutions involved) allow us to make our estimates sensitive to differences between
institutions. However, there are still areas where our estimates and formulas could be improved.
For example, we compute economic impact only for students reported in Open Doors.
Universities that do not provide information to the Institute of International Education are not
represented. Also, enrollment reports represent peak enrollment, and not necessarily
enrollment levels throughout the year.

Estimating Expenses

Tuition, fees, living expenses, and dollar estimates are derived from Peterson’s data collected on
surveys completed by institutions every year. We try to make our calculations sensitive not only
to differing costs at institutions, but differing costs for ESL students, undergraduates, graduate
students, and students on practical training.

(1) Undergraduates and English Language Programs:
The number of undergraduate students at an institution is specified by Open Doors data.
Peterson’s data provide undergraduate tuition and fee amounts, on-campus room and
board amounts, and miscellaneous expenses. These categories are sometimes broken down
into averages for international, out-of-state, flat rate, and in-state, students. When multiple
averages are available, we choose averages in the order given above.

(2) Graduate Students:
The number of graduate students at an institution is specified by Open Doors data.
Peterson’s data provide graduate tuition and fee amounts, on-campus room and board
amounts, and miscellaneous expenses. If there are no differentiated graduate expenses
provided by an institution in the Peterson’s data, then the undergraduate expenses would
be applied.



(3) Students on Practical Training:
We assume these students earn enough in their U.S. jobs to pay living and educational
expenses for the year, and so import no funds for their support. Therefore, net economic
impact of students in practical training is zero.

Economic impact of an international student equals tuition and fees, plus room and board, plus
miscellaneous figured at 50 percent of room and board, less U.S. support. We assume: (a) that
spring enrollment figures are the same as the fall figures reported, (b) that all students are
enrolled full time for two semesters or three quarters a year, and (c) that students live on
campus for the full year. The miscellaneous expenses, enumerated in Peterson’s data, average
about 40 percent of room and board expenses. We use a 50 percent figure as an approximation
that includes all extra expenses except for travel.

Estimating U.S. Support

The Open Doors survey asks schools to report the percentage of their students who are self-
funded, the percentage who have U.S. source income, etc. The U.S. support percentage
includes funding from a U.S. college or university, the U.S. Government, a U.S. private sponsor
or current employment. For this analysis the percentages are calculated based upon the
institution’s Carnegie classification and the academic career of the student. For example, this
process will differentiate the level of support between undergraduates and graduates at a
particular research institution while it also differentiates between a baccalaureate classified
institution from an associate’s classified institution.

Individual Institution Enrollment Figures

For institutions with fewer than 10 international students enrolled, enroliment totals are
suppressed for confidentiality reasons. In the reports, this is indicated by three asterisks (***).



